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WEB SITE WITH ITALIAN FOCUS FLOURISHES 

WITHOUT FINANCING

San Francisco, CA --  Virtualitalia.com has expanded its coverage to include the greater Los Angeles area.

Virtualitalia.com is an anomaly in the dot com world of IPOs and stock options. The not-for profit Internet site, organized in 1998 by a handful of volunteers offers no monetary compensation to those who make the site run, yet is a striking testament to the power of enthusiasm in an industry where money typically fuels success. Many large, generously funded sites yearn for the 300% increase in traffic that Virtualitalia.com has experienced in the past year.

The site is a resource for Italian and Italian-American events, services, restaurants, genealogy, recipes, travel, and news. Because of its roots in San Francisco, the site's content was primarily centered on topics of Bay Area interest. Until now.

Due to the site's popularity and a growing staff of volunteers, Virtualitalia.com now also covers the southern portions of the state. The site's Los Angeles "Ambassador," Diego Gamba, was born and raised in Italy and now lives in Los Angeles with his American wife. 

"I hope to unite the Italian Los Angeles community with the power of the Internet," says Gamba. He intends to inform and educate those seeking Italian culture and events in Los Angeles.

Founder and Web mistress Laura Pazzaglia has nurtured the once fledgling site to its current success. "Italian culture is a bit like religion. Once you experience it, you can't wait to spread the word! Our coverage of both San Francisco and Los Angeles is just the beginning. We're planning to add several other cities in the coming months."

Pazzaglia made no mention of issuing any stock in the future but didn't seem opposed to an angel with deep pockets. "If someone wants to pay us to have fun, I don't think we'd turn it down!"
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