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ATTENTION:

ANNOUNCING THE FIRST VIRTUAL COMMUNITY FOR ITALIAN-AMERICANS
San Francisco, CA --  Italian-Americans of all ages no longer have to rely on men’s clubs and churches to mix and mingle!  Virtualitalia.com, an online effort to organize, invigorate and bring together the Italian-American community, is making networking both easy and efficient.

The brainchild of 25 year old Italian-American Laura Pazzaglia, the web site is an antipasto of Italian culture, contacts and culinary delights.  “We believe that everyone should be able to enjoy Italian culture regardless of gender or ethnic origin.”   So, while the online community is a useful resource for Italian-Americans to meet others of similar backgrounds and interests, it is also a place to celebrate all things Italian.  Books, music, videos and recipes from Ms. Pazzaglia’s own mother, Alice, are available.  Italian sports news is also available.  Active forums and message boards put people in touch with each other, and an impressive array of links directs the surfer to other sites which may meet more specific needs. 

“virtualitalia.com has become THE place to turn to for anyone who lives in the Bay Area and is interested in Italian culture,” says Laura Del Rosso of the World Affairs Council. The site also received attention from Italy’s La Repubblica delle Donne in September 1998.

The site is currently focused on uniting the San Francisco Bay Area community; local events, restaurants and resources are listed.  But as interest has been expressed in the site’s concept from all over the world, Ms. Pazzaglia plans to broaden the scope of coverage to include additional geographic areas.  A travel section is also in the works.
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